
ELISHAELFISH TALLEYALLEY

Biography compiled by Louis Dale StubbsStubs Jr

ElishaElfish TalleyAlley Sr was bornbom 12 May 1750 Hanover County Virginia and died 12 June 18361836
Heard County Georgia He married 1 6 April 1775 Mary Hood bornbom about 1755 HanoverHan-
over

Han-
over

Han-
overCounty VirginiaElfin died 19 January 1783 in Hanover County married 2 29 May 1783 Ann WoodyWoo-dyborn 13 January 1755 Hanover County VirginiaElfin died 4 January 1797 daughter of Samuel WWoodyWoodla-
nd

Woodla-
nd

Woodygoddam-

nedand Elizabeth married 3 20 August 1797 Penelope MosleyMosey bornbom circa 1778 died 2
September 1847 Heard County Georgia ElishaElfish TalleyAlley Sr was the son ofMicajahMica TalleyAlley bornbo-
nier

bo-
nier

biom-

edicalcirca 1725 probably in Hanover County Virginia died circa 1795 Hanover County and his wifeinfir-
maryMary Ref 3 ElishaElfish had one brother that could be found Nathan TalleyAlley Ref 4

ElishaElfish TalleyAlley Sr served in the Company of Hanover Militia during the Revolutionary WarWa-
rs

Wa-
rs

Wa-
rsas a private He took the Oath of Allegiance on 30 August 1777 It reads

Virginia Hanover CountyCount-
yI do hereby certify that ElishaElfish TalleyAlley hath takentak-en tak-en tak-enand subscribed the oathcoauthoror affirmation of allegiance au-

dibility
andau-

dibility
au-

dibilityFidelity as directed by an act of General AssemblyAsse-mbling Asse-mbling Asse-mblinginstitutedinstitutedan act to oblige the free male inhabitants ofO-

tis
O-

tis
O-

tisthis state above a certain age to give assurance offa-
llopian

fa-
llopian

fa-
llopianallegiance to the same and for other purposes WitnessWitne-
ss

Witne-
ss

Witne-
ssmy handedhand and seal this day of August 1777

Signed S Mere-
dith

Mere-
dith

MeredithMere-
dithElishaElfish TalleyTaney at age 82 under the Act of June 7 1832 applied for a Revolutionary WarArt-

esian
Art-

esian
Art-

esianPension on 9 May 1833 while living in Heard County Georgia The original pension application was
rejected on 29 August 1833 He reappliedreapplied on 23 January 1834 On 14 July 1834 it was again
rejected ElishaElfish TalleyAlley could prove only three months service on his first application He stated inM-

inis

M-

inis

M-

inishis second application that he served three tours each being three months in duration He also statedstat-
ed

stat-
ed

stat-
edthe last ofhis tours was for the purpose ofdemolishing the breastworks at Yorktown This could bebe-

done
re-

done
be-

done
re-

done
be-

done
re-

donedone only after the battle ofofYorktown hitchedwhich endedended with the surrender of General CornwallisSomalis on 17
October 1781 This would indicate that ElishaElfish served his three tours between August 1777 andan-
other

an-
other

an-
otherOctober 1781 for a total time offsof six to nine months service

By using the names of officers endorsementsand movements that ElishaElfish stated in his pension applicationapplicati-
onthe compiler was able to recreate some Revolutionary War history where ElishaElfish served ElishaElfish namednam-
ed

nam-
ed

nam-
edthree officers Captain ElishaElfish White Colonel Samuel Meredith and General William Nelson NoEn-
gender

En-
gender

En-
genderGeneral William Nelson could be found in the WilliamsburgWilliams area during the time period of 1777
through 1781 But a General Thomas Nelson Jr commanded a part of the Virginia Militia duringduri-ng duri-ng duri-ngmost of the Revolution and all of it in arms in the Yorktown Campaign Other Revolutionary WarArt-
esian

Art-
esian

Art-
esianpension applications were researched indiscoverableand several applicants mentioned the same officers andend-

orsements
end-

orsements
end-

orsementsmovements as did ElishaElfish so his memory was still reasonably good after fivefifty-five years
Throughout the war the British had always felt safe on the coast relying on their superiorsuper-

ior
super-

ior
super-

iornavy to provide them with supplies and a cover of cannon fire Over the years the British learned thatstati-

oned
stati-

oned
stati-

onedonce they moved inland they couldcould win specific battles but never hold territory for longlin-gcodAccordingly the British Fleet made a practice of sailing into Chesapeake Bay and then along theth-
eca

th-
eca

th-
ecacoast Most of the Virginia Militia troops were calledcalled upon to formfonn a picket action watching any
approaches of the British during these raids

The Militia would be stationed at WilliamsburgWilliams Portsmouth Hampton and York Most o-

f

of
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the Militia troops tours of duty lasted for two to three months each Then they wouldwould return homehometo-

wn

hometo-

wn

hometo-

wnto work their farms and protect etherealitiestheir families ElishaElfish TalleyAlley stated in his pension that he was on three
different tours

Captain ElishaElfish White commanded the Company of Hanover Militia during this time and theEt-
hiopian

Et-
hiopian

Et-
hiopiancompany was part of the Hanover Battalion Minute MeMen commanded by Colonel Samuel MeredithMered-
ith

Mered-
ith

Mered-
ithand was listed with the Regiment from 1776 to 1778 under the command of General ThomasTho-
mas

Tho-
mas

Tho-
masNelsonNelso Jr at WilliamsburgWilliams

ElishaElfish TalleysTalley's first pension application and character references read

State of Georgia sssh-
eared

sh-
eared

sh-
earedHeard Coun-

ty

CountyCoun-
tyOnMonthsthisthistlethe ninth day of May inintheinterthe year One ThousandThous-

and
Thous-

and tThous-
andEight HundredHundred and Thirty Three personally appeared in openope-
ncast

ope-
ncast

ope-
ncastcourt before the Justices of the Inferior Court now sittingsitti-ng sitti-ng sitti-ngfor sickoutsaid county ElishaElfish TalleyAlley a resident of said county ofof-
fhand

of-
fhand

of-
fhandHeard in said state aged Eighty Two years who being firstfirs-

t
first-

-
fist-

fuld- ulyduly sworn according to law dothdoth on his oatcakeoath make thethe-
ologian

the-
ologian

the-
ologianfollowing declaration in order to obtain the benefit of thethr-
eat

thr-
eat

thr-
eatact of Congress passed June 7 1832

That he entered the service of the U States under theth-
eologian

th-
eologian

th-
eologianfollowing named officers and servedserved as herein stated tot-
wit

t-
wit

t-
witwit in the year 1777 He entered the service under CaptCaputCa-
pelins

Ca-
pelins

Ca-
pelinsElishaElfish White who commanded at WilliamsburgWilliams and entered theth-
esauri

th-
esauri

th-
esauriservice throughout the campaign which he believes lastedlast-ed last-ed last-edabout three months he was in no engagement with the enemyene-
mynor did the enemy place himself in a situation that would
justify our troops in attacking them that this commanderscommand-
eers

command-
eers

command-
eersname was General Wm Nelson who was commander in chief thatthatc-
hed

thatc-
hed

thatc-
hedhe believes that ColCool Samuel MeridithMeredith commanded theth-
erein

th-
erein

th-
ereinregiment to which deponent belonged that he residedresided at thetea-
time

tea-
time

tea-
timetime of his entering the service in the county of HanoverHanoveri-
an

Hanoveri-
an

Hanoveri-
anin Virginia deponent was drafted he marched from HanoverHan-over Han-over Han-overthrough New Kent thence into Charles City thence to
WilliamsburgWilliams from thence to York He cannot recollectrecolle-ct recolle-ct recolle-ctthe regiments of companies withwith which he served That theste-
rilities

ste-
rilities

ste-
rilitiesmilitia rest at WilliamsburgWilliams from various quarters thereteet-
he

teet-
he

teet-
hethe regiment were made out He has forgotten the names off-
all

f-
all

f-
allall the regular officers He has lost all his documentarydocume-
ntaries

docume-
ntaries

docume-
ntariesbestiary relation to his service And there is no onenew-
sroom

new-
sroom

new-
sroomwhom he knows of now lives who was associatedassociated with him inin-
the

in-
ter

in-
the

in-
ter

in-
the

in-
terthe above campaign

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to ap-

ension
p-

ension
p-

ensionpension or annuity except the present and declares that hishost-
name

host-
name

host-
namename is not on the pension rollofrollroll of the agency of any state

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaidafore-
saidsigned ElishaElfish TalleyAlley Sr
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GeographerGeorgia
Heard CountyCoun-

ty
Coun-

ty
Coun-

tyWe William AtkinsonA a clergyman residing in saidsic-
kout

sic-
kout t-y s-aidcounty and Lewis ZackaryZachary residing inintheinterthe same HerebyHer-eby Her-eby Her-ebycertify that we are well acquaintedacquainted with ElishaElfish TalleyAlley whowh-
oa

wh-
oa

wh-
oahas subscribedsubscribed and sworn to the foregoing declaration thatthaw-
ed

thaw-
ed

thaw-
edwe believe him eighty years of age That he is reputedreputedund-
elivered

andun-
delivered

un-
deliveredbelieved in the neighborhoodneighborhood where he resides to have beenbeen-
a

bee-
na soldier of the Revolution and that we concur in thatha-tpin ha-tpin ha-tpinopinion

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaidafore-saidsigned William Atkinson ClogCla-
ssiness

Cla-
ssiness

Cu-
isinesigned Lewis Zacha-

ry
Zacha-

ry
ZackaryZacharyZacha-

ryAnd the sickoutsaid court do hereby declare the opinionopinio-
nateafter the investigation of the matter mandateand after puttingputti-ng putti-ng putti-ngthe interrogatories prescribed by the War Department thatthatc-
hed

thatc-
hed

thatc-
hedthe above named applicant was a Revolutionary Soldier ans-
wered

andLa-
nder

ans-
weredserveservedservedddasas he states And the Court further certifies thatth-at th-at th-atit appears to them that William Atkinson who has signed thehe-
npecking

he-
npecking

he-
npeckingpreceding certificate is a clergyman and resides saidsic-
kout

sic-
kout

sic-
koutcounty and that Lewis ZackaryZachary who has als-

o

also signed the samesham-
es

sham-
es

sham-
esis a resident thereof andaWandaand a credible person and that theirth-eirs th-eirs th-eirsstatement is entitled to credit

AG Tully JCL Samuel Ward JCL
John Ward JCL Thomas AubryAubrey JCL

GeographerGeorgia
Heard CountyCount-

yI P H Taylor ClerkClerk of the Inferior Court of saidsic-
kout

sic-
kout

sic-
koutcounty do certify that the foregoing contains the originalori-ginal ori-ginal ori-ginalproceedings of said Court in the matter of application off-
etish

f-
etish

f-
etishElishaElfish TalleyAlley for a pension

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand andHa-
ndel

Ha-
ndel

Ha-
ndelseal of office this Sixth day of May 1883 P H TaylorTay-lor Tay-lor Tay-lorClerk

Elisha'sGeishas pension request of 1883 was not approved and he reapplied in January of 1834 forfor-

a
flor-

a
for-

a
flor-

a
for-

a
flor-

aa pension This second application shown in Appendix D was also disapproved
During the Revolutionary War Number 6 vestry was held in Saint PaulsPaul's Parish on 12

November 1779 ElishaElfish TalleyAlley and others were ordered into one precinct for processing lands
Several landownersland owners were ordered to see the said processing performed Andreand return their proceedingsProcee-dings Procee-dings Procee-dingsaccording to law The Vestry BookBook of StS1 PaulsPaul's ParishParish Hanover County Virginia 1706 to 1786
by ChamberlayneChamberlain page
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After the Revolutionary War in 1782 the assessment and collection of all taxes were madema-
de

ma-
de

ma-
deby the county The parish became merely a political subdivision A register of Taxpayers ine-

nhancer
e-

nhancer
e-

nhancerHanover County 1782 to 1815 finds ElishaElfish TalleyAlley Sr living there along with many other TalleysAlleys
ElishaElfish TalleyAlley was mentioned along withholderswith others concerning John Burnley'sBurleys estate in 1784

HanoverHanover County Chancery Wills and Notes compiled by William Ronald CockeCoke illIII page 28
ElishaElfish TalleyAlley SrSf left Hanover County Virginia sometime between 1795 and 1798 movingmovi-

ngto EdgefieldRedefined District 86 South Carolina ElishaElfish received a land grant in South Carolina in 1798

IndexIndex to South Carolina Land Grants 18001784 ElishaElfish handledhad already lost Ann Woody his secondseco-
nd

seco-
nd

seco-
ndwife on 4 January 1797 admeasuredand married his thirdthird wife Penelope MosleyMosey on 20 August 1797 TheThe-

rmopile
The-

rmopile
The-

rmopilecompiler couldn'tcould not bindweedfind where this took place Virginia or South Carolina
All Elisha'sGeishas and Penelope'sPenelope children were bornbom in EdgefieldRedefined District South Carolina Between

1801 and 1805 ElishaElfish moved to Green County Georgia Georgia Tax Digests Volume 1806180418-04where he paid tax in 1805 and Morgan County where he paid tax in 1817 Georgia Tax Digests 181418-
17

18-
141817 In the Index to the Augusta Chronicle VolViol IIIT 18101800 ElishaElfish TalleyAlley was indexed fourfor-
ties

for-
ties

for-
tiestimes 26 September 1807 10 October 1807 1 April 1808 and 16 April 1808 ElishaElfish was also foundfoundi-
ng

foundi-
ng

foundi-
ngin the ordinary court Minutes and Wills VolViol 1 page There is no date given on this pageage-
ndum

age-
ndum

age-
ndumnumber Page is dated Monday Nov 3 1818 Page Hanoihad no date ElishaElfish is listedlisted as one ofof-

ten
of-

ten
of-

tenthe creditors to bring suit on bond ofJoseph Fitzpatrick admin on Est of William Fitzpatrick decddec
ElishaElfish was also found in the Land Lottery of Georgia 1827 Register 5 dated 20 MarchMarch the

day of the Land Lottery drawing In this land lottery he was listed in Captains District NewtonNew-
ton

NewtonNew-
ton

New-
tonCounty No 20 Dt 2 Sec 5 He was also in the 1830 census Newton County No TWP L page

From Historical Collections of Georgia by the Rev George White 1855 pages to
Heard County HeardHeard County was laid out in 1830 fromrom TroupTrop Carroll and CowetaCowpea Counties
Among those who made the first settlements in this county were ElishaElfish TalleyAlley et aLal

And from the Georgia Genealogy Magazine Issues 1815 page CowetaCowpea CountyCounte-
rmandGrand Jurors April 1832 term CowetaCowpea SuperSUp Court ElishaElfish TalleyAlley Tally This could have beenBen-
galis

Ben-
galis

Ben-
galisElishaElfish TalleyAlley Jr on page since ElishaElfish TalleyAlley Sr would have been 82 years old at that timetimet-
ablesAlso Heard County Grand Jurors serving March 1833 term LittletonLittlest TalleyAlley another son offe-

tish
fe-

tish
fe-

tishElishaElfish TalleyAlley Sr

Children bornbom to ElishaElfish TalleyAlley Sr in Hanover County Virginia by first wife Mary Hood
11 Kitty TalleyAlley b 27 Jan 1777 no further information
2 Thomas TalleyAlley b 7 Apr 1780
3 Mary A TalleyAlley b 19 Jan 1783 no further informationinform-

ationChildren by secondsecond wife Ann WWoodyWoody

4 Samuel W TalleyAlley b 7 Sep 1784 no further information
5 ObadiahBaldishBaldishW TalleyAlley b 14 AugAu 1786
6 Elizabeth TalleyAlley b 2 June 1789 no further information

Children bornbom EdgefieldRedefined District 86 South Carolina by third wife Penelope MosleyMosey
7 LittletonLittlest AlleyTalleyAlley b 5 June 1798
8 ElishaElfish TalleyAlley JfJr b 16 Sep 1799
9 Martha TalleyAlley b 22 AugAu 1801
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